
 

Live in Grace - 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 
 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 
 
Paul gave a list of good advice at the end of 1 Thessalonians. What person has 
given you the best overall advice about how to live as a Christian?  
Can you share something you learned from that person? 
 

DIG 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work 

hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you.  13 Hold them in the 

highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other.  14 And we urge 

you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 

everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to 

each other and to everyone else. 

 
What kind of “work” do your church leaders do? How hard is that work? 
 
Why do Christians sometimes fail to respect church leaders? 
 
What is the connection with peace and respecting church leaders? 
 
What is your responsibility to church members who lag behind? 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-21  16 Be joyful always;  17 pray continually;  18 give thanks 

in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not put out the 

Spirit’s fire;  20 do not treat prophecies with contempt.  21 Test everything. Hold on to the 

good.  22 Avoid every kind of evil. 
 
When discouraged, how do you recapture the joy God desires for you? 
 
Exactly how would you instruct a new Christian to “pray continually”? 
 

APPLY 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:25-28  25 Brothers, pray for us.  26 Greet all the brothers with a 

holy kiss.  27 I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. 28 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (1 Thessalonians 5:25-28) 
 
If you do not actually kiss other Christians, how do you explain changing 
this practice? 
 
What exactly is grace and how would you know if the grace of Jesus were 
with you? 
gr 
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Leader 
Notes Lesson Series 

 
This series, titled “Real. Clear. 
Church.” is designed to help us see 
God’s original intent for what his 
church should be. 
 
Big Idea 
 
A life in grace comes through pursu-
ing peace and respect with other peo-
ple. 
 
Reaching Out 
 
Consider taking a few minutes at the 
beginning or end of your meeting to 
talk about potential people your 
group could reach out to. Pray that 
God will use each of you to include 
new people in your LIFE Group. If the 
group cannot function well because it 
is too big, pray about branching or 
birthing a new group. 
______________________________ 
 
Reminder about Facilitating 
LIFE Groups 
 
Small groups function best when there 
are practical ways to help one an-
other. Be sure to include a time of 
prayer. Start with your own example 
and encourage people to submit 
prayer requests for what is hurting or 
concerning them the most.  
 


